
Noon Bible Study: 1 Samuel 17 

1 Samuel 17:1-11 - Philistine champion defies & taunts Israel’s army 

 

v. 4 - height: 6 cubits & a span = 9 feet 9” (1 cubit approx. 18’’)  v. 5 - 5000 shekels of bronze = 125 lbs 

v. 6 - greaves = shin guards      v. 7 - spearhead (600 shekels iron) = 15 lbs 

v. 8 - mocking previous victories of Israelites.    v. 11 - Saul & Israelite army “greatly afraid” 

 

1 Samuel 17:12-19 - David (not in army) visits brothers 

 

v. 15 - David is going back and forth from Saul (assumingly attending to him with harp) and his father’s sheep. 

 

1 Samuel 17:20-25 - David visits encampment.  Goliath  

 

1 Samuel 17:26-31 - David taken back by Goliath’s 

words. Saul hears of his remarks 

 

 v. 27-28 - Eliab & David typical siblings 

 

1 Samuel 17:32-37 - David before Saul 

 

Based on this exchange alone, one would think David, 

rather than Saul, was the king and victorious general.  

David is bold, confidence and zealous for the name of 

the LORD.  Saul is afraid and doubtful (cp. v. 11). 

 

Q - what do you think gave David the confidence to go and fight Goliath? 

 

David had already seen the LORD work in his life through the lion and the bear.  This is a good lesson for us.  We must have come 

to know & recognize the LORD’s power in our life so that we can have the confidence to rely on it to help bring victory to others.  

 

v. 34-35 - when a lion or bear attacked, David took initiative and “went out after him…”  He is a good shepherd, a 

good protector. 

 

1 Samuel 17:38-41 - David rejects Saul’s armor in exchange for a slingshot and 5 stones 

 

1 Samuel 17:42-47 - David confronts Goliath 

 

 v. 43 - “sticks” - perhaps a reference to David’s shepherd’s staff 
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v. 44, 46 - “In Israel, being deprived of burial and exposed to birds and beasts was considered worse than death itself” 

(ESV Study Bible Note, 1 Sam. 17:44, 46) 

 

David’s purpose in confronting Goliath had more to do with just defeating a physical enemy.  Goliath had been blaspheming the 

name and reputation of Yahweh, the true God.  This battle was also a spiritual statement, that the God of Israel was greater 

than the gods of Philistine (v. 46).  Secondly, this was a statement to the nation (and perhaps king) of Israel that the LORD was 

their God, and mighty to deliver (v. 47).  Through 1 Samuel we are learning this lesson.  The nation wants to foolishly trust in 

man, rather than in Yahweh their God.  This is a reality we must embrace as well. 

 

When trouble comes, where do we go?  When we are afraid what do we do?  When we are threatened, where to we turn?  When we 

face an enemy, what is our response?  When things are good, who is our focus?  When we have victory or blessing, do we forget 

from where it comes? 

 

1 Samuel 17:48-52 - David kills Goliath 

 

v. 48 - David ran quickly towards the battle.  That is evidence of his trust in God.  He did not wait for the battle to 

come to him.  His confidence in God’s power and presence enabled him to run into the battle, knowing God was with him. 

 

v. 51 - David cut off Goliath’s head with Goliath’s sword.  As a result, the Philistine’s fled. 

 

v. 52 - Israel was emboldened through David’s faith (cp. Jonathan's faith in chapter 14) 

 

1 Samuel 17:53-54 - David returns to Jerusalem (probably nearby city)x` 

 

v. 54a - David brings Goliath’s head back to Jerusalem.  This would have lifted the fear over the entire nation.  David 

shows even the people who weren’t on the front lines of the battle, but were certainly affected by it, that the LORD is 

mighty.  We should glorify God when he brings victory, so that others will grow in courage. 

 

v. 54b - David put (Goliath’s) weapons in his tent.  Another good lesson for us.  The giant was defeated, but there would 

be other battles to come.  David doesn’t assume the fight is over.  That would have been a dangerous attitude.  We will 

see David use Goliath’s sword later in his life. 

 

1 Samuel 17:55-18:2 - Saul inquires about David’s father. 

 

v. 55 - though it appears at the end of the chapter, this question is asked as David went out to fight Goliath 

 

v. 17:56-18:2 - the question that is being asked is “who is David’s father”.  While Saul would have remembered David from 

his service to him in Chapter 16, it’s unlikely that he would have remembered his father’s name.  Saul is inquiring because 

at this point he wants David to remain with him (cp 18:2).  This was not the situation prior to this as we see David before 

Saul playing the harp (16:17-23) but then in chapter 17 he has returned to shepherding in Bethlehem (17:15). 
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